
A
LM

A
N

A
C

E
vents past  herald those forthcom

ing in the new
. E

dinburgh LoFi’s exhibition – A
lm

anac – 
uses traditional, alternative and lom

ographic photographic processes to record the 
w

eather, tides, star paths, seasonal events of the past calendar and personal journeys.

The w
ord alm

anac m
ay derive from

 a G
reek w

ord m
eaning calendar, the C

optic E
gyptian 

astrological charts w
ere purported to be called alm

enichiaká in antiquity. The earliest 
docum

ented use of the w
ord is in Latin by R

oger B
acon in 1267, w

here it m
eant a set of 

tables detailing m
ovem

ents of heavenly bodies including the m
oon. The w

ord has no 
etym

on in A
rabic but indirect circum

stantial evidence points to a S
panish A

rabic al-m
anākh,

it w
ould have been prestigious to attach an A

rabic appellation to a set of astronom
ical 

tables at that tim
e. A

lso called hem
erologies, parapegm

ata, ephem
erides, zijs and tables - 

the alm
anac has a fascinating history and continues to find new

 form
s to this day, such as 

the G
P

S
 alm

anac. (https://en.w
ikipedia.org/w

iki/A
lm

anac)

2nd M
arch to 29th M

arch 2019

Art and D
esign D

epartm
ent,

C
entral Library,

G
eorge IV Bridge,

Edinburgh

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/exhibitions/alm
anac/

The exhibition at the Art and D
esign Library contains w

ork by:

Alan Borthw
ick

Sheila Borthw
ick

O
live D

ean
Brittonie Fletcher

M
andy Kerr
Ali M

illar
G

raem
e Pow

Elaine R
obson

R
oddy Shippin

John Sum
pter

and 
“U

ncredited”.

The E
dinburgh LoFi group w

as started a decade ago  to prom
ote and explore creative ideas 

in photography. The group is run collectively. 

N
ew

 m
em

bers are w
elcom

e and m
eetings are free to attend.



A
LA

N
 B

O
R

TH
W

IC
K

Alan is still an active analogue w
orker, shooting m

ono film
 as w

ell as teaching it at an A
rts 

C
entre. H

is personal Lofi w
ork concentrates on pinhole, created in both colour and m

ono 
using a variety of equipm

ent. A
n inveterate collector of old classic cam

eras, they are used 
for m

onochrom
e w

orks, often on w
oodland them

es or sea and shore. H
e also dabbles in 

historic processes, A
rgyrotype and C

yanotype, teaching them
 as w

ell. Tim
e perm

itting 
w

ould like to do m
ore such processes.

“M
y series has been recording the garden, in D

undee, over a year, still an ongoing 
project.”B

otanic G
ardens, Study 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.

Edition of 5, m
ounted, £25 each

C
olour pinhole on E

ktar 100 film
 | Zero im

age cam
era. 

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/alan-borthw
ick/

alanborthw
ick@

edinburghlofi.com



SH
EILA B

O
R

TH
W

IC
K

S
heila has w

orked w
ith Polaroid m

edium
 for m

any years, doing m
anipulation, em

ulsion 
lifts and transfers, up to 10 X

 8 w
hen it w

as affordable! S
he had a solo exhibition “The 

M
agic of Polaroid” in P

erth Theatre G
allery and produced a B

lurb book of the exhibition.
M

ore recently as w
ell as using the new

 P
olaroid m

aterials she is w
orking w

ith Fuji Instax 
film

.

S
he also w

orks w
ith C

yanotype and A
rgyrotype, w

orking them
 into printm

aking, another 
activity. S

he has also been an active darkroom
 w

orker and has hopes of getting back to 
that.

For the Alm
anac exhibition tw

o recent sets of Instax S
quare im

ages taken as sequences 
have been m

ade. U
ntitled (V

&
 A

), and U
ntitled (S

ea w
all at Felixstow

e docks). The 
rationale behind S

heila's w
ork w

as partly to try the cam
era and test its capabilities and 

partly to do a series of im
ages in quick succession.

U
ntitled (V&

 A
) 

U
nique Instax Square, £25.

U
ntitled (Sea w

all at Felixstow
e docks)

U
nique Instax Square, £25.

U
ntitled (W

hite and silver polaroid)
U

nique polaroid, £25.

U
ntitled (C

yanotype) 
U

nique cyanotype Japanese paper,  £35

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/sheila-borthw
ick/

sheilaborthw
ick@

edinburghlofi.com



O
LIVE D

EA
N

 

“I have chosen to show
 im

ages of m
y favourite alternative process, the lum

enograph or 
photogram

 as it is also know
n. This cam

era-less procedure involves placing m
aterial 

directly onto photographic paper, solar exposed, fixed, w
ashed and left to dry .D

ifferent 
papers give varied results. S

erendipity (and w
eather) rules! “

“I have not adhered too rigidly to the concepts of the A
lm

anac but selected im
ages that 

m
ight be appropriate w

ithin the general context. W
e in this country are free to ignore for 

exam
ple, religious diktats, but w

e tend to observe the m
ajor festivals out of nostalgia even 

if belief no longer exists. Tradition is still im
portant although com

m
erce now

 w
ins over the 

form
er. The original alm

anacs w
ere concerned m

ainly w
ith the calendar and w

eather. W
e 

B
rits constantly com

m
ent on our w

eather, frequently using it as a social greeting, and w
e 

still delight in such sayings as "A red sky at night.... ", although the farm
er of old w

ould 
have heeded the alm

anac and am
ended his plans accordingly. N

ow
adays the slavish 

addiction of the young to social m
edia w

hich has perhaps becom
e the new

 online 
alm

anac, every perceived pearl of w
isdom

 enthusiastically ingested. M
y illustrations 

should not be taken too seriously but perhaps they m
ay raise a thought or sm

ile! “

W
ILD

 O
ATS             

U
nique lum

enograph on K
odak Professional , £100 

" G
IVE U

S TH
IS D

AY....."  
U

nique lum
enograph on Ilfordpaper, £100

O
FFSPR

IN
G

                  
U

nique lum
enograph on Ilford paper, £100

B
R

O
K

EN
                

U
nique lum

enograph on Ilford paper, £100

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/olive-dean/

olivedean@
edinburghlofi.com



B
R

ITTO
N

IE FLETC
H

ER

B
rittonie w

orks w
ith m

any art form
s but is best know

n for her w
ork using alternative 

photographic processes. S
he draw

s inspiration from
 everything.

O
rkney W

IP (w
ork in progress) a sm

all selection of chem
igram

s m
ade in response to an 

artist residency in O
rkney in O

ctober 2018. W
orks inspired by the island and its artists and 

w
ill be included in A

m
bit: Photographies From

 S
cotland at S

tills G
allery, Edinburgh April 12

- June 13 2019

R
ock w

ith Pink
U

nique print on Ilford w
arm

tone FB
 (fram

ed), £350 

R
ock on B

lack
U

nique print on Ilford w
arm

tone FB
 (fram

ed), £350

B
oth from

 series R
ock Portraits (of everything that couldn’t fit in m

y bag).
Signed G

iclee prints (unfram
ed) available in editions of 25 

-  4x5  £25 
-  8x10 £40

Stars
U

nique print on Ilford w
arm

tone FB
 (fram

ed), £200 
Signed G

iclee prints (unfram
ed) available in editions of 10

-  3x4” £20
-  7x9” £35 

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/brittonie-fletcher/

brittoniefletcher@
edinburghlofi.com



M
A

N
D

Y K
ER

R

“I first studied photography at high school and im
m

ediately fell in love w
ith the cam

eras, 
the film

, the darkroom
. I attended E

dinburgh college of A
rt (1993-1997) and did a little 

m
ore photography there, though m

y m
ain subject w

as anim
ation. It w

as a num
ber of years

before I got back to photography, initially digital, but before long I got m
y first 35m

m
 film

 
cam

era, follow
ed by several others, and som

e m
edium

 and large form
at cam

eras too, and 
I alm

ost exclusively shoot film
 now

 and do all m
y ow

n processing.”

These im
ages are the result of experim

enting w
ith soaking film

 in various liquids, on this 
occasion, Vim

to (carbonated soft drink).

U
ntitled 1, 2, 3, 4.

O
pen edition C

 - type print (lustre) m
ounted on on 3m

m
 PVC

. £25 each

Zenit B
 w

ith H
elios 44-2 58m

m
 f2 lens | Fujicolor 200 IS

O
 35m

m
 film

 | P
rocessed w

ith 
Tetenal C

-41 kit | Film
 soak (Vim

to).

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/m
andy-kerr/

m
andykerr@

edinburghlofi.com



A
LI M

ILLA
R

 

Ali M
illar has had a long standing interest in photography, initially traditional black and 

w
hite. O

ver the last few
 years she has becom

e m
ore interested in alternative processes, 

m
oving further and further aw

ay from
 using a cam

era!

“ I used the them
e of A

lm
anac very loosely! I looked at how

 seasonal a traditional alm
anac

is and looked at how
 m

y photography has developed.”

Polaroid fun
C

am
era - 1970’s Polaroid 635, N

FS.
E

ach shot has been adapted/broken w
hen first taken

Illusion
U

nique cyanotype, £30

Light &
 dark

U
nique photogram

 - feathers, £30

Explosions 
U

nique photogram
 - handm

ade paper, £30

D
ouble C

olour
C

 - Type print from
 a H

olga - double exposure negative, £30

alim
illar@

edinburghlofi.com

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/ali-m
illar/



G
R

A
EM

E PO
W

G
raem

e Pow
 is a S

cottish photographer currently based in E
dinburgh. H

e m
akes 

photographs for revolution, for redem
ption, for love, and for a laugh.

“For this project I created double exposures by com
bining photographs of pages from

 a 
real alm

anac (W
itherbys N

autical A
lm

anac 2016) and an analogue w
ristw

atch (a vintage 
O

m
ega C

onstellation).”

A
lm

anac I - Solar Eclipse
O

pen edition, £10.

A
lm

anac II - Increm
ents &

 C
orrections

O
pen edition, £10.

A
lm

anac III - Planet N
otes

O
pen edition, £10.

A
rgus Super S

eventy-Five/Ilford FP
4 P

lus 120/H
ahnem

uhle Photo R
ag 188gsm

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/graem
e-pow

/

graem
epow

@
edinburghlofi.com



ELA
IN

E R
O

B
SO

N
Elaine R

obson is based in E
dinburgh and has been playing w

ith creating photographic 
w

ork w
ith plastic cam

eras since obtaining her first Lom
ographic Fisheye in 2007. S

he now
 

experim
ents w

ith a variety of equipm
ent and chem

icals to form
 im

ages.

For Alm
anac she considered how

 the seasons used to inform
 and schedule hum

an 
activities and how

 now
 in the A

nthropocene era m
ans activities effect the seasons. The 

entirely m
an-m

ade constellations are the result. 

The industrial w
aste series com

bines delicate Japanese paper fibres w
ith defunct circuit 

boards and other com
puter parts. The new

 alm
anac is not w

ritten on paper but stored 
digitally and carried everyw

here.

A
lm

anac 1 - 12 
U

nique gelatin silver prints. PO
A

.
M

ade w
ith a pin and a darkroom

 enlarger on Ilford V
C

 R
C

.

A
rtists B

ook
Alm

anac, E
dition of 12, £12 each

'Zine
S

tar Alm
anac, E

dition of 60, £2.50 each

Industrial W
aste 1 and 2

U
nique photogram

 on Ilford paper, £30 each

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/elaine-robson/

elainerobson@
edinburghlofi.com



R
O

D
D

Y SH
IPPIN

R
oddy S

hippin is a poet and occasional photographer. H
e can thus technically claim

 to be 
m

ultifaceted. W
riting and art of his has been featured in such places as P

oetry S
cotland, 

G
utter, TH

E
 G

R
IN

D
 and B

leak Bleak B
leak. H

is riso-printed and hand-bound poetry 
pam

phlet - C
urriculum

 Vitae - is available from
 the Q

uem
P

ress.

P
rim

arily, w
ith these pieces, I'm

 interested in long/m
ultiple exposures. The tw

o platinum
 

prints show
 a double exposure taken on a recent LoFi w

alk (A
lm

ond D
ell and C

alderw
ood)

and a single im
age of the C

allanish S
tones in Lew

is (w
hich, to be fair, have been exposed 

for quite som
e tim

e). B
oth w

ere shot on black &
 w

hite film
 w

ith a H
olga cam

era.

The solargraphs w
ere produced via the tim

e-honoured artistic m
ethod of putting 

photographic paper in som
e em

pty Tennants cans, pricking som
e holes, pointing them

 in a
direction and hoping for the best. They w

ere m
ade over the course of 9 m

onths, w
ith 

various exposure tim
es on Illford V

C
 R

C
 paper. I then com

bined the final scanned im
ages 

w
ith their negatives to create abstract m

irrored pieces - som
ething of a night/day, 

w
inter/spring, dream

/w
aking com

bination. E
ach is bespoke and slightly different. 

Platinum
 prints

"I'M
 A D

IN
O

SA
U

R
 / I'M

 A D
IN

O
SA

U
R

 / I'M
 A D

IN
O

SA
U

R
 / &

c" 
£100 (fram

ed)

"TELL YE SO
M

EH
IN

 - SAY W
H

IT YE W
A

N
T A

B
O

O
T TH

AT LA
D

, 
H

E'S G
O

T SO
M

E STO
N

ES, K
EN

."
£100 (fram

ed)

S
olargraphs 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
£55 each

 (fram
ed

)

http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/roddy-shippin/

roddyshippin@
edinburghlofi.com



JO
H

N
 SU

M
PTER

I take photographs on a variety of cam
eras, both digital and analogue. I find film

 gives m
e 

the m
ore rew

arding experience: loading the film
 into the cam

era; know
ing that each tim

e I 
press the button it’s a final choice; these are the intangibles that m

ake the w
hole process 

m
ore satisfying. I com

plete the cycle by printing the im
ages in m

y ow
n darkroom

. That w
ay

I have a personal connection w
ith each print; that’s w

hy I don’t w
ant to sell them

.

All these photos w
ere taken during 2018 using the sam

e cam
era and the sam

e type of 
film

. The cam
era is a C

annon Sure S
hot Z135. It’s a sm

all portable point and shoot. I try to
rem

em
ber it each tim

e I go out. The film
 is Ilford D

elta 3200, a fast film
 suitable for low

 
light conditions. I never use the flash. I put a piece of tape over it to m

ake sure it doesn’t 
pop up by m

istake. The im
ages are printed using traditional darkroom

 techniques. The 
paper is Ilford m

uti-grade m
att fibre. It’s expensive, but w

orth it for that special artisanal 
art-feel.

The photographs do not have individual titles. The prints are not for sale

.http://edinburghlofi.com
/new

s/m
em

bers/john-sum
pter/ 

johnsum
pter@

edinburghlofi.com



U
N

C
R

ED
ITED

~~

N
ot you? #1 

U
nique, N

FS

N
ot you? #2

U
nique, N

FS

N
ot you? #3

U
nique, N

FS

C
anon A

-E
1 single-lens reflex cam

era by C
anon K

.K
. Japan | A

G
FA Vista 35m

m
 IS

O
 200 

film
 - expired 09.2008 | Fujifilm

 O
riginal m

atte photo papers - incorporating heirloom
 silver 

halide em
ulsion technology.  

Fram
es by C

arol C
oulter.

http://w
w

w
.edinburghlofi.com

/

info@
edinburghlofi.com


